sis with a pedicle graft is usually feasible but is a very specialized surgical technique I. It does provide an alternative to a stoma, and sometimes a double stoma, always an added burden to a patient who already suffered a great deal. Colpocleisis should always be considered even if local tumour activity cannot be excluded. Reference to another specialist for diversion is not necessarily in the patient's best interest. In his 1985J Y Simpson Oration (to be published), Lawson, with an unrivalled experience, made a similar observation on incidence and commented on delays of the order of 20 years in the production of fistulae. Longer follow-up will be necessary to quantitate the problem. C N HUDSON Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology. Westmead Hospital. NSW. Australia References 1 Lawson JB, Hudson CN. In: Stanton S, Tanagho E, eds.
The Surgery of Female Incontinence. Berlin: Springer-Verlag, 1985 *Mr Allen-Mersh and colleagues reply below:
Sir, We were interested to read that our experience of radiation injury following treatment of uterine carcinoma is similar to that in other centres. It may be misleading to relate, as Hudson and others have done, the incidence of radiation injury to therapeutic success. The first objective is to cure the patient, but it does not follow that cure is more likely if there is a higher incidence of radiation-induced injury. There
Book reviews
ManualofHaematology AS J Baughan et al. pp 274 £8.95 ISBN 0-443-02564-9 Edinburgh: Churchill Livingstone 1986 This book, one of a series, has been designed for junior doctors looking after haematological patients. It is written in a spare style, mostly as lists, enabling the reader rapidly to review the causes, further investigations and management of various problems. Thus most subjects are not discussed in depth, and references are given as a guide to further reading. There is adequate coverage of most common and not-so-common haematological disorders (although paroxysmal nocturnal haemoglobinuria seems rather neglected). The chapter on cytotoxic chemotherapy is excellent, and that on terminal care in haematological malignancy should be required reading for all junior doctors, and many haematologists as well. The chapter on myelodysplastic syndrome is somewhat muddled, seeming to use an odd classification based on the currently used FAB classification and older terminology now largely superseded. This does little to clarify what is a difficult subject. The authors state that they 'have attempted to express a consensus opinion on the more controversial aspects of clinical management', and for the was no significant change in the survival of our patients during the 20·year period which we reviewed. This important relationship between survival and radiation-induced injury could be examined in more detail if, as we suggested, there was a central national register of therapeutic radiationinduced injury.
It is true that the period which we analysed has seen a number of changes in technique. We did examine whether the increase in injury could be attributed to anyone factor, for example, the introduction of the Curietron, but such a simple relationship was not found. We do not use spacers attached to the perineal bar. Details of the pattern of injury and management are being published elsewhere.', In summary, the majority of cases of radiationinduced proctitis could be managed conservatively and the operation of choice for the radiation-injured rectum appeared to be rectal excision with transanal sleeve coloanal anastomosis. We have no experience of colpocleisis, as colovaginal fistula did not occur in our series. T G ALLEN·MERSH Sections describe the influenza virus itself and its epidemiological impact on different age groups and on the health care services. The use of inactivated vaccines in the elderly and in children are discussed. The development and experience with live vaccines and with antivirals are described. The use of genetic manipulation or peptide synthesis to determine the immunogenic potential of different parts of the influenza virus genome are explored. Several papers are concerned with the evidence for the cell-mediated responses and their relation to immunity.
There are several salutory thoughts among the contributions. One is that attempting to control influenza is akin to trying to hit a moving target with an arrow shot from a great distance. Another draws attention to the gap between intellectual acceptance by health care professionals that a preventive measure is effective, and the will to deliver it to potential beneficiaries. This is a book for the enthusiast (or the library) rather than for the general reader, but is none the Worse for that. J R DAVIES
Deputy Director Public Health Laboratory Service Board, London

Neonatal and Pediatric Respiratory Medicine
A D Milner & R J Martin (eds) pp 242 £40
ISBN Q-407-D2311-9 Sevenoaks: Butterworths 1985 This is a particularly useful set of 11 review articles, which I strongly recommend to paediatricians both in training and in post.
The first chapter, on resuscitation of the newborn, is a model of medical writing combining clarity and an interesting approach to the subject. Then follow sound reviews of the regulation of respiratory muscles, high frequency ventilation, bronchopulmonary dysplasia, cardiorespiratory monitoring in the sudden infant death syndrome. and the uses of the fibreoptic bronchoscope. There is an especially helpful review of the diagnosis and management of upper airway obstruction by Olinsky and Phelan. The recent study of bronchial responsiveness has given the most useful insights into the pathogenesis and treatment of asthma, and the superbly lucid chapter on this subject by Silverman and Wilson is invaluable. The book concludes with a detailed but slightly uncritical review of allergy in cystic fibrosis, and an interesting account of the outcome in later life for those with respiratory disease in childhood. This is an excellent and unusually useful book that most paediatricians will want to own, but sadly I fear that the high price will deter many. expert close colleagues to produce a well balanced account of lymph nodes and the important disorders affecting them. All fifteen chapters make enjoyable reading. The subject matter is traditionally arranged with early chapters covering functional nodal anatomy and routine and specialized laboratory methods including immunohistochemical techniques and phenotypic markers. There follows a valuable comprehensive practical account of the inflammatory and reactive disorders of nodes. Interesting descriptions of nodal vascular disturbances and immune disorders follow. Hodgkin's disease is well handled. Perhaps the most difficult conditions to understand and interpret these days are the malignant lymphomas other than Hodgkin's disease. This diverse group is dealt with exceptionally well by Dr Stansfeld in three separate chapters delineating the low-grade B-cell lymphomas, high-grade lymphomas and the peripheral T-cell lymphomas. The revised Kiel classification is favoured. Finally there are useful chapters on other haematological malignancies, histiocytoses and histiocytic neoplasms and metastatic tumours and inclusions in lymph nodes. The numerous black and white illustrations are of the highest standard throughout. The index is full and helpful. I enthusiastically recommend this invaluable British book.
J B STEWART
Consultant Histopathologist Epsom District Hospital, Surrey
Principles of Practice Management W Fabb & J Fry (ed) p 240 £25.00 ISBN D-8520o-B59--7 Lancaster: MTP Press 1984 Once every three years general practitioners from around the world gather together to discuss current issues and problems in primary care. In 1986 the WONCA meeting was held at the Barbican in London; in 1983 it was Singapore, and before that New Orleans and Montreaux in Switzerland. It was at these meetings that a group of doctors conceived the idea of this book and several of them have contributed material to the final product.
It may be thought that there is such a diversity of social and political traditions and such a range of systems of medical care that it would be impossible to find common ground within the diverse discipline of primary care. However, it is a common experience of doctors working in the community that patient needs, expectations and concerns do not differ markedly and that the principles of provision of a caring, effective and efficient primary care service are similarly universal.
Inevitably in a multi-author book, the individual chapters are variable in quality, and developments which some would consider avant-garde are old hat to others. Nevertheless, topics as diverse as the health team and medical records, health promotion, researc~, and learning and teaching are tackled by Australians and New Zealanders, Americans, South Africans and Britons, whilst Dr Rajakumar, Chairman of the College of General Practitioners in Malaysia, contributes an interesting chapter on the unique problem presented by the practice of in dependent primary care in developing nations. It is, perhaps, a weakness of the book that, apart from this single example, all of the contributors come from countries with a strong Anglo-Saxon tradition and therefore a shared heritage and language, although this does not detract from the value of their indi-
